
 
 

Camden Cutting  

Steering Group Meeting Minutes 

MONDAY 11
th

 March 2013 The Victoria, Mornington Terrace 

Attendees: Luisa Auletta 

  Dick Booth 

  Robert Latham 

  Roger Low 

  Steve Martin 

  Jackson Tomsolimb 

  Thea Hackman 

Kate Macmillan 

Apologies: Penny Jones 

Catherine Colley 

  Mike Dowd 

Observer:  Martin Sheppherd   

   

1. Meeting minutes 

RLatham noted the public meeting held in January was well organised and well attended.   

RLatham noted a typo on the 20 January minutes as 2012 instead of 2013. 

2. Engagement with HS2 

No engagement since the meeting on 5
th

 December 2012.  It is understood that the latest meeting 

was cancelled as they are pre-occupied with design amends to the portal. 

DB wrote to HS2 explaining the group’s disappointment.  The response was an invitation for a coffee 

to discuss information. 

DB suggested three options for the steering group to consider: 

(i) Break off engagement with HS2 

(ii) Continue to press for another meeting  

(iii) Officers could meet with Laura Wise to agree a way forward. 

The group unanimously decided to continue to press for another meeting to continue to try 

engaging with HS2. 

DB to draft a letter to Laura Wise, setting out the unanswered questions, requesting information and 

timetable for answers. 

LA requested a letter to be written asked if CCG should pursue the same strategy as GAA – writing to 

Alison Munroe setting out the group’s concern. This was agreed , DB agreed to action. 

3. Timeline 
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JR decisions due Friday 15
th

 March.   

The CNJ had reported that HS2 had underestimated the cost of the new station at Euston by 30/40% 

and were now working on an alternative plan of a new station to the wet of the existing station 

which would be left in situ. 

The Consultation on the Environmental Statement was due to be launched in early May. There was a 

danger that the DfT would try to restrict the consultation period to two months in order to be able 

to meet their deadline of depositing the hybrid bill in Parliament by the end of the year. 

LA requested that at the Euston Forum the LB Camden Officers report to the Forum or to CCG their 

update of matters they have been dealing with as it appeared that there was dialogue with HS2 that 

the community was not party to 

SM noted that the Environmental Statement is due to come out shortly, however no design for the 

station or the tracks has been concluded, therefore it will be a theoretical piece of work.   

4. Code of Construction Practice 

SM reported that none of CCG’s comments have appeared to have been taken on board. SM to 

highlight the key points that had been ignored. DB to mention this in his letter to Alison Monro  

5. Station and Cutting 

LA noted that the double decking would reduce the width of the station by going below the existing 

lines, thereby negating the need for the demolition of many homes and the loss of St. James 

Gardens.  No feasibility studies appear to have been undertaken to demonstrate why this option was 

discounted. Jeff Travers was pursuing the TFL tunnelling restrictions for Euston tube station because 

if these were lifted then HS2 could be pressed to undertake a Feasibility Study, allowing this option 

the possibility of being fairly assessed.  

RLatham commented that no one has addressed how the cost of the project will be raised. 

6. Newsletter and Next Meetings 

Newsletter to be issued next week to supporters about the AGM to put the date of May 21
st

 in their 

diaries.   

Steering group members to hold 15
th

 April for the next steering group meeting.   

RLatham suggested inviting Alison Munro to the AGM, Cllr Hayward and local ward councillors.   

DB to invite Doug Oakervee or someone of a similar position to attend.   

DB asked if steering group members wanted a more formal format.  The group agreed an informal 

format works as long as we can demonstrate that the group is representative of the area.   
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DB and KM to draft a short report . 

DB and KM to look into venue availability. 

NEXT MEETING 15
th

 APRIL, 7.30pm  


